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Jan 8, Mon, 1 0:00 AM Exec Board Meeting

Jan 8, Mon, 1 :00 PM General Members Meeting: League of Women Voters

Feb 1 2,   Mon, 1 0:00 AM Exec Board Meeting

Feb 1 2, Mon, 1 :00 PM General Members Meeting: H&R Block on taxes

General Membership Meetings are normally held on the second Monday of

each month at 1 PM in the War Memorial Building, 3325 Zoo Dr. , San Diego,

921 01 . Check the website for any updated information.

Congratulations! We’ve made it to 2018 without
any noticeable cuts to our earned retirement
benefits. As of the writing of this newsletter the
federal government is under ‘continuing resolution,’
while the combined Congress works to reconcile the
2018 budget. During this period, it is important that
we remain vigilant, and that we recognize that it is
up to us to let our elected officials know what we
want.

I hope all of you have had a wonderful holiday.

Our annual Holiday Luncheon was well-attended
with a lot of great food, camaraderie, and
entertainment by Gary Burt. The luncheon was once
again catered by Ranch Events and the food was
excellent and enjoyed by all. A highlight was the
installation of the 2018 officers by District 1 Vice
President Representative Bob Davidson II, and the
presentation of toys to the US Marine Corps’ Toys-
for-Tots Program / Drive. We were proud to host
HM2 Jackson and HM3 Sherman (USN) as
representatives from the San Diego Toys-for-Tots
organization.

Please extend congratulations to your newly
elected 2018 Officers and Directors— their positions
and names are listed on the back page of this
newsletter.

2018 will be an unusual year for Chapter 4. We
will be moving ahead without a President. This

position, which I have held for the last three years, is
both challenging and rewarding. I urge each of you
to consider stepping up and volunteering. Although
I will not be continuing as President, I will be
participating in other functions within Chapter 4 and
the greater NARFE organization. It has been my
pleasure and privilege to serve as your President! I
will be continuing as Program Chair and Asst.
Service Officer for Chapter 4. In addition, I have
taken on the role of Alzheimer’s Chair for the
California Federation of Chapters, and agreed to
serve as Secretary of the 2019 CSFC Convention
being held in San Diego in April 2019. I will also
continue as CDL for Congressional District 51 Rep.
Juan Vargas (D).

I speak for your Chapter 4 officers that they are
eager to serve you for the upcoming year. Please feel
free to contact any of them with your questions and
concerns, or if you just want to talk.

As of the writing of this newsletter, The House and
Senate passed a two-week continuing resolution that
keeps the government funded at fiscal year 2017
levels through December 22, earning bipartisan
support in both chambers. The continuing resolution
was quickly signed by the president to stave off a
government shutdown. Passage of this continuing
resolution gives lawmakers extra time to negotiate a
bipartisan budget agreement. NARFE members
should remain vigilant during these negotiations

CALENDAR

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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LEGISLATION
The economic position of federal employees and
retirees has eroded because of stagnant pay and very
small cost of living increases.

Postal reform has been proposed. Headquarters has
indicated no recent action.

Federal Pay: action is pending in the House and
Senate.

PROGRAMS
January’s program will feature a presentation from
the League of Women Voters; in February we have a
representative from H&R Block to talk about taxes.

Future programs may include a flight nurse, a
presentation from the Alzheimer’s Association, and
a representative from the American Cancer Society.
Check our website, <NARFESanDiego.Org>, for
updated information on our Program schedule.

MEMBER SERVICES
Retired Annuitants and Survivor Annuitants under
the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS), the
Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS), and
Social Security (SS) will be receiving a 2% increase in
their annuity starting January 1 2018.

Your Federal Employees Health Benefits Plan
(FEHBP) for 2018 takes effect January 1, but the
increase/decrease in monthly / bi-weekly premium
deduction will begin on February 1, 2018.

Medicare Part B covers a portion of the cost of
physicians’ services, outpatient hospital services,
certain home health services, durable medical
equipment and other items. The Standard Premium
for Part B is $134 per month; the premium is not
expected to increase in 2018 or 2019. Your Part B
Premium is automatically deducted from your Social
Security (SS) payment. By law, Medicare cannot
cause you to receive less SS benefits than you did
last year. However, SS benefits will rise by 2% in
2018, so all / part of your increased SS payment will
likely go toward your Part B premium.

Is your Medicare Part B premium more than $134
Per Month? High earners already pay more than the
standard Medicare Part B premium cost of $134 per
month. High-income surcharges are based on your
tax return from two years ago. Taxpayers who

and contact their legislators to tell them not to use
federal benefits as an offset for raising sequestration
budget caps.

Congress has used federal benefits in past
bipartisan budget agreements for offsets, and the
federal community must take a stand. NARFE
members have proven that their voices are powerful,
and it is time to show that commitment once again.
Contacting your legislators is easy.

I think it is important for all of us to remember that
our actions through the year, whether it is emails,
phone calls and/or discussion with our fellow
NARFE members, friends, family and neighbors
discourages our legislators from making decisions to
use federal employee’s retirement benefits as a
“bank” for unrelated legislation. It is fight worth
fighting, and it is a tribute to all of us and our
tenacity and dedication that we continue to be
successful. Thank you all!

I would like to reassure you that NARFE will
continue to work on your behalf to preserve your
earned benefits. Today more than ever it is
important that all feds (employees, annuitants,
survivor annuitants) stay informed, participate in
NARFE events, and stay involved.

I want to wish everyone a Happy New Year and to
thank each of you for continuing to be part of the
NARFE family.

Connie Vickers, President, 619-477-8628

Pension Disclosure: the proposal is invasive to
retirees. See the article in the October narfe national
magazine.

Retirement: proposes useful changes to current
workers.

GPO/WEP: Headquarters has indicated no recent
action.

Thrift Savings Plan: The law passed in November
results in more flexible use of the money for account
holders. See the article in the December narfe
national magazine.

Budget: Headquarters reports a ‘continuing
resolution’ in effect until December 22.

Taxes: So far, the policy for 2017 returns is in place
and similar to what was in place in early 2017. The
effects of proposed changes are under debate and
informal analysis in the media indicates the tax
payments for Californians will increase in 2018.

NARFE Headquarters updates legislative news
weekly, available by calling 877-217-8234 toll free, or
on line at <www.narfe.org>.

Stephen Bower, 1 st VP Legislation, 619-564-8906
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WELCOME TO CHAPTER 4
New Chapter 4 member:

Elaine Brown-Howard.

Bob Humphreys, VP Membership, 858-278-0414

GOODY TABLE

The “Goody Table” proceeds help pay
expenses of our delegates to conventions. Help
keep this event a success by donating some
“goodies.” Thanks to our recent donors: Mary
Arveson, Horacio Baca, Helene Baron, Pearl
Davis, Merlyn & Bill Doll, Dianne Egan, Ed Jahn,
Bob Humphreys, and Elizabeth Skelding.

CONDOLENCES
Deceased Members:
Antonio Abear, Grace M Anderson, Richard F
Arnold, Walter Gardon, Victoria A Inman, Robert
H Page, Loy W Proctor, and Philip Rosten.

Carol Weiss, Sunshine, 619-303-7942

HUMOR
A Florida State football coach once said, “You guys
line up alphabetically by height.”

MEET & GREET
Our first Meet & Greet of the year is scheduled for
January 15th from 5 to 7 PM at the 94th Aero Squadron
(8885 Balboa Ave, San Diego, CA 92123). You can get
an Early Flight Dinner from 4 to 6 PM plus, the 94th

provides really good (free) snacks. No reservations
required. This is an opportunity to meet your peers
and discuss why we are members of NARFE.

Elizabeth Skelding, Meet & Greet Chair, 858-576-0882

NARFE POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (NARFE-PAC)

January 2018 is the start of the second half of the
Congressional cycle. NARFE-PAC funds need to be
built up to prepare for the elections of 2018 so as to
be ready to assist candidates. The candidates need to
be aware of the NARFE agenda—our earned
benefits. All 435 members of the House of
Representatives will be up for re-election, plus one
of our California Senators.

The fiscal year of October 1st thru September 30th is
the time frame for the federal budget. Looking to
2018—as usual, the federal retirees could be the
target again for budget cuts. Be aware of how your
Congressional members vote on the bills that affect
us. All members of Congress are members of
different committees that discuss and formulate bills
for the floor vote. Hopefully, they will have secured
suitable items that are good for federal workers and
retirees. This is the unseen work they do for us
federal retirees.

The latest amount recorded at NARFE-PAC
Headquarters is $6,190 for contributions from
Chapter 4—“Very Good,” but only 123 members out
of 1000+ have contributed. We need more members

reported income over $133,000 (or $267,000 if filing
jointly) in 2016 may see premium increases in 2018,
due to the difference in the way that the surcharge
will be calculated from 2018 onward. If your 2016 tax
return no longer reflects your current living
situation, you may contact SS to apply for a lower
premium.

Your Annuity Adjustment Form for 2018 should
arrive by January 1st and your W2, 1099R, and
1099INT Forms will be mailed NLT January 31, 2017.

To speak to your Senator or Representative use
NARFE’s Capitol Hill Toll-Free phone number, 1-
866-220-0044. Simply call and ask to be switched to
the appropriate office. It is very important that we let
our legislators know how we want them to vote on
legislation that affects current and retired employees
/ spouses. Also, call Toll-Free 1-877-217-8234 to
receive information on current legislation that affects
NARFE. You may be sure that legislation to be voted
on in 2018 will affect current Federal Employees /
Annuitants / Survivor Annuitants.

Merlynne and I hope you all had a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Bill Doll, Chapter 4 Service Chair, 619-303-6488

to join NARFE-PAC. We can show other California
chapters, as well as the national ones, what we can
do. Remember, you can contribute at the monthly
informative meeting or use the coupon in the narfe
magazine. Be sure to write “Chapter 4” on your
check.

Martin Kocher, NARFE-PAC Chair, 619-448-7552
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ALZHEIMER Elizabeth Skelding 858-576-0882

NARFE-PAC Martin Kocher 619-448-7552

NEWS EDITOR Fulton Martin 619-630-4309

NEWS PUBLISHR Kenn Anderson 619-226-4108

PROGRAMS Connie Vickers 619-477-8628

SUNSHINE Carol Weiss 619-303-7942

SVC OFFICER Bill Doll 619-303-6488

SVC OFFICER Connie Vickers 619-477-8628

WAYS & MEANS Ceri Castillo

WEBMASTER Kenn Anderson 619-226-4108

WELCOME Dianne Egan 858-230-6983

Website: www.NARFESanDiego.org

CHAPTER 4 WEB SITE
NARFE San Diego Chapter 4 is on the World Wide
Web. You can find the latest information about the
doings of both your local chapter and National
Headquarters by pointing your browser to
<narfesandiego.org>. Make sure to bookmark the
site!

Also, if you have an email address and would like
to receive the Chapter 4 Newsletter via email, send
your request to <info@narfesandiego.org>.

Our General Meetings
are normally held on the
2nd Monday of each
month at 1 PM in the War
Memorial Building, 3325
Zoo Dr, San Diego. See
the CALENDAR for
current meeting dates.

Change of address to:
NARFE Chapter 4
PO Box 3541

San Diego, CA 921 63
–or–

info@narfesandiego.org

CHAPTER 4 EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT Vacant

VP LEGISLAT Stephen Bower 619-564-8906

VP MEMBERS Bob Humphreys 858-278-0414

SECRETARY Fulton Martin 619-630-4309

TREASURER Ed Jahn 858-453-2881

FIN SEC Bob Humphreys 858-278-0414

DIRECTOR Horacio Baca 619-448-8579

DIRECTOR Sandy Wetzel-Smith858-880-9045

DIRECTOR Martin Kocher 619-448-7552

DIRECTOR Elizabeth Skelding 858-576-0882

Email: info@NARFESanDiego.org

NARFE News is a non-profit newsletter published
by San Diego Chapter Number 4, Incorporated,
National Active and Retired Federal Employees.




