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Jan 9, Mon, 1 0:00 AM Exec Board

Jan 9, Mon, 1 :00 PM General Members: Women’s Museum of California

Feb 1 3,   Mon, 1 0:00 AM Exec Board

Feb 1 3, Mon, 1 :00 PM General Members: Living Trusts

General Membership Meetings are normally held on the second Monday of

each month at 1 PM in the War Memorial Building, 3325 Zoo Dr. , San Diego,

921 01 . Check the website for any updated information.

NARFE has had quite a year! After more than a year
of political intrigue, capped by the General Election in
November 2016, we are looking ahead to what the new
administration and 115th Congress has in store for our
federal family.

While we face the next year with uncertainty, I would
like to reassure you that NARFE will continue to work
on your behalf to preserve your earned benefits. Today
more than ever it is important that all feds (employees,
annuitants, survivor annuitants) stay informed,
participate in NARFE events and stay involved.

I want to wish everyone a Happy New Year and to
thank each of you for continuing to be part of the
NARFE family. I hope all of you have had a wonderful
holiday.

Our annual Holiday Luncheon was well attended,
with a lot of great food, camaraderie, and
entertainment by Gary Burt. The luncheon was once
again catered by Ranch Events; the food was excellent
and enjoyed by all. A highlight was the installation of
new Officers by District 1 Vice President Bob Davidson
II, and presentation of toys to the US Marine Corps’
ToysforTots Program / Drive. We were proud to host
HM1 Jamie Williams and HM2 Tyler Jackson as
representatives from San Diego ToysforTots
organization.

Please extend congratulations to your 2017 Executive
Board (Officers and Directors) and your Committee

Chairs, who are listed on the back page of this bi
monthly newsletter. I speak for all of us when I say we
are privileged to serve you for the upcoming year.
Please feel free to contact us with your questions and
concerns, or if you just want to talk.

I am truly thankful to each of you for continuing to
support NARFE and San Diego Chapter 4, and for
being members year after year. I look forward to seeing
you at our meetings in 2017 and hearing your thoughts.
This year more than ever, your support of NARFE and
our Legislative efforts is needed. Please be assured that
NARFE will continue to look after us and our earned
benefits. Together we can make a difference.

Also, I want to personally thank Kenn Anderson for
his work for Chapter 4 and his advocacy of NARFE.
This year he is stepping down from the Executive
Board, but has assured me he will continue to be a
behindthescenes advisor for me and the rest of your
EB and committee members. Kenn has been super
dedicated to the smooth running of Chapter 4—there
are not words enough for me to express my thanks and
gratitude. I will truly miss him at our EB meetings, and
hope to see him at many of general meetings in 2017.
Thank you Kenn!

In other news, the 115th United States Congress is
scheduled to meet in Washington, DC from January 3,
2017 to January 2, 2019, the first two years of Donald
Trump’s presidency. On January 6, 2017, the Joint
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LEGISLATION
President Barack Obama sent an Executive Order to

Congress on December 8th directing all agencies to give
federal employees a 2.1 percent pay raise for fiscal
2017. The new order supersedes the one he signed on
November 29th calling for a 1.6 percent pay raise for
next year when combined with locality pay.

The 114th Congress wrapped up business on
December 9th. The 115th Congress starts business on
January 3rd. President elect Donald Trump will be
sworn in as our 45th President on January 20th. At least
one Supreme Court Justice vacancy needs to be filled,
and the appropriation bills need to be renegotiated by
April, else there is a possibility of a government
shutdown. Track the first 100 days of Trump’s
presidency by visiting <NARFE.Org>.

PROGRAMS
On January 9th, we will have a speaker from the

Women’s Museum of California speaking on their
mission to educate and inspire present and future
generations about the experiences and contributions of
women.

On February 13th, we will have attorney Janice Miller
speaking on the roles and benefits of Revocable Living
Trusts, including how they result in the avoidance of
the need for probate.

MEMBER SERVICES
Retired Annuitants and Survivor Annuitants under

the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS), Federal
Employees Retirement System (FERS), and Social
Security Annuitants will be receiving a 0.3% increase in
their annuity, effective January 1, 2017.

Your Federal Employees Health Benefits Plan
(FEHBP) for 2017 takes effect January 1, but the
increase / decrease in premium deductions will begin
on February 1, 2017.

Medicare Part B covers a portion of the cost of
physicians’ services, outpatient hospital services,
certain home health services, durable medical
equipment and other items. The Standard Premium for
Part B in 2017 will be $134 (or higher, depending on
your income). However, most people who get Social
Security (SS) benefits will pay less than this amount. If
you pay your Part B premium through your monthly
SS benefit, you’ll pay $109 on average.

W2, 1099R, and 1099INT Forms will be mailed NLT
January 31, 2017.

Use NARFE Capitol Hill toll free # 18662200044,
ask to speak to your Senator or Representative, and
you’ll be switched to the appropriate office. It is very
important that we let them know how we want them to
vote on legislation that would affect current and retired
employees / spouses. Also, call toll free # 1877217
8234 to receive information on current legislation that
affects NARFE. You may be sure that legislation to be
voted on in 2017 will affect current Federal Employees
/ Annuitants / Survivor Annuitants.

Merlynne and I hope you all had a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Bill Doll, Chapter 4 Service Chair, 6193036488

Our 2016 Food and Toy Drives
At our November 14th meeting, Mr. Al Brislain (CEO)

from Feeding San Diego spoke in support of our annual
food drive. Our food drive total came in at 373 lbs,
which created 311 meals provided to Feeding San
Diego’s Mobile Pantry and school programs.

At our December 12th meeting, we collected some 250
toys that were accepted by ToysforTots. A really good
turnout from Chapter 4; thank you, Chapter 4
members, for your generosity. Our support of these
food and toy drives helps Feeding San Diego and Toys
forTots continue to devote their resources to helping
the needy. I am proud of Chapter 4’s dedication!

Connie Vickers, President, 6194778628

Session will count the Electoral Votes of the 2016
Presidential Election, and on January 20, 2017 Donald
Trump will become President of the United States and
Mike Pence the Vice President of the United States. In
California, our Senators are Dianne Feinstein (D) and
newly elected Kamala Harris (D). Representatives for
Chapter 4 (all were reelected): CA 49—Darrell Issa (R),
CA 50—Duncan Hunter (R), CA 51—Juan Vargas (D),
CA 52—Scott Peters (D), CA 53—Susan Davis (D).

We are all aware that it has been a challenging year.
NARFE has been part of the solution and has managed
to fight back several attacks on our basic earned
benefits.

I think it is important to note that our actions through
the year, whether it is emails, phone calls and / or
discussion with our fellow NARFE members, friends,
family and neighbors—helps our legislators make
decisions not to use federal employees’ retirement
benefits as a “bank” for unrelated legislation. It is fight
worth fighting, and it is a tribute to all of us and our
tenacity and dedication that we continue to be
successful. Thank you all!

Connie Vickers, President, 6194778628
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WELCOME TO CHAPTER 4
New chapter 4 members:

McDuffrie Allen, Amalia Barrios, Julio
Deunamuno, Larry Valdez, Maria Villagomez, and
Tom Wallis.

Bob Humphreys, VP Membership, 8582780414

GOODY TABLE

The “Goody Table” proceeds help pay expenses
of our delegates to conventions. Help keep this
event a success by donating some “goodies.”
Thanks to our recent donors: Mary Arveson, Anne
Blanchard, Ceri Castillo, Gladys Crutcher, Pearl
Davis, Merlyn & Bill Doll, Barb & Bob Humphreys,
Sharon Nelson, and Elizabeth Skelding.

CONDOLENCES
Deceased Members:

Richard Gird, William R Hosfield, Joy F Mitchell,
Wesley Sauer, and Mary Stephens.

Donate any unused sympathy or get well cards to
Carol Weiss, who can use them when sending out
get wells or condolences. Bring the cards to any of
our meetings and Carol will gladly collect them
from you.

Carol Weiss, Sunshine, 6193037942

HUMOR
The President has kept all of the promises he intended

to keep. —George Stephanopolous

WE NEED HELP
Chapter 4 needs people to help with keeping our

organization viable. In 2017 we will need people to
take over the office of 1st Vice President Legislation as
well as someone to take over the position of Programs
Chair. These positions are crucial to the ongoing
operation of NARFE Chapter 4.

If you have computer skills and can donate a few
hours per month please contact me, Kenn Anderson, at
<info@NARFESanDiego.org>. We need your help!

MEET & GREET
Our first Meet & Greet of the year is scheduled for

January 16th from 5 to 7 PM at the 94th Aero Squadron
(8885 Balboa Ave, San Diego, CA 92123). You can get
an Early Flight Dinner from 4 to 6 PM, plus the 94th

provides really good (free) snacks. No reservations
required. This is an opportunity to meet your peers and
discuss why we are members of NARFE.

Elizabeth Skelding, Meet & Greet Chair, 8585760882

WOULD YOU LIKE $10?
If you are a retired Federal Employee, all you need to

do is sign up for dues withholding and you will receive
a check for $10. Dues Withholding is the painless way
of paying your dues ($3.34/month), and no more bills
from Headquarters. Contact me at a chapter meeting,
or email me at <roberth148@aol.com>.

Bob Humphreys, VP Membership, 8582780414

NARFE POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (NARFE-PAC)

Wishing all members a great 2017. The 2016 elections
are over. Juan Vargas, Representative to CA51,
requested and received $1000 in NARFE PAC funding.
He was reelected to Congress, and has a 100% voting
record in favor of NARFE. Scott Peters (CA52) and
Susan Davis (CA53) are also voting 100% for NARFE
issues, and were both reelected.

January 2017 will start the new twoyear cycle for
Congress and NARFEPAC contributions.
Unfortunately, federal employees and retirees will
probably be in the bullseye again for cuts to our
earned benefits.

The NARFEPAC treasury is low due to the requests
from the 2016 election. The PAC treasury must be
ready for unexpected requests from the House and
Senate members; that is why we need your
contributions now.

Totals for the 2015 / 2016 cycle are not in at the time
of this writing. As of September 2016, the seventh
quarter, which is 87.5% of the cycle, completed funds
were at $11,600—very good for us in Chapter 4. I will
report the 2015 / 2016 final totals in the March / April
newsletter.

Remember, you can donate at the monthly meeting,
or use the coupon in the narfe magazine.

Martin Kocher, NARFEPAC Chair, 6194487552
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ALZHEIMER Elizabeth Skelding 8585760882
NARFEPAC Martin Kocher 6194487552
NEWS EDITOR Fulton Martin 6196304309
NEWS PUBLISHR Kenn Anderson 6192264108
PROGRAMS Vacant
SUNSHINE Carol Weiss 6193037942
SVC OFFICER Bill Doll 6193036488
SVC OFFICER Connie Vickers 6194778628
WAYS & MEANS Vacant
WEBMASTER Kenn Anderson 6192264108
WELCOME Vacant

Website: www.NARFESanDiego.org

CHAPTER 4 WEB SITE
NARFE San Diego Chapter 4 is on the WorldWide

Web. You can find the latest information about the
doings of both your local chapter and National
Headquarters by pointing your browser to
<NARFESanDiego.Org>. Make sure to bookmark the
site!

Also, if you have an email address and would like to
receive the Chapter 4 Newsletter via email, please
contact Kenn Anderson at <Kenn.Anderson@Cox.Net>
or 6192264108.

Our General Meetings
are normally held on the
2nd Monday of each
month at 1 PM in the War
Memorial Building, 3325
Zoo Dr, San Diego. See
the CALENDAR for
current meeting dates.

Change of address,
Contact:

Kenn Anderson, PO Box
3541 , San Diego, CA

921 63 or
Kenn.Anderson@Cox.Net

CHAPTER 4 EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT Connie Vickers 6194778628
VP LEGISLAT Vacant
VP MEMBERS Bob Humphreys 8582780414
SECRETARY Fulton Martin 6196304309
TREASURER Ed Jahn 8584532881
FIN SEC Bob Humphreys 8582780414
DIRECTOR Horacio Baca 6194488579
DIRECTOR Sandy WetzelSmith8588809045
DIRECTOR Martin Kocher 6194487552
DIRECTOR Elizabeth Skelding 8585760882

Email: info@NARFESanDiego.org

NARFE News is a nonprofit newsletter published by
San Diego Chapter Number 4, Incorporated, National
Active and Retired Federal Employees.




