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Jan 11 , Mon, 1 0 AM Exec Board

Jan 11 , Mon, 1 PM General Members: 201 5 Tax Information from H&R Block

Feb 8,   Mon, 1 0 AM Exec Board

Feb 8, Mon, 1 PM General Members: St Paul’s Senior Services

General Membership Meetings are normally held on the second Monday of

each month at 1 pm in the War Memorial Building, 3325 Zoo Dr. , San Diego,

921 01 . Check the website for any updated information.

It’s hard to believe that 2015 is over and we’re
heading into 2016. I want to take this opportunity to
wish everyone a Happy New Year and to thank each of
you for continuing to be part of the NARFE family.

I hope all of you have had a wonderful holiday and a
great 2015. Our annual Holiday Luncheon was well
attended with a lot of great food, camaraderie, and
entertainment by Gary Burt. The luncheon was once
again catered by Ranch Events and the food was
excellent and enjoyed by all. Highlights were the
installation of the 2016 Executive Board, and presen
tation of toys for the US Marine Corps’ ToysforTots
Program / Drive to USMC SGTs Miramontes and Rin.

Please extend congratulations to your 2016 Officers
and Directors. Our names and contact information are
printed on the back page of this newsletter. I speak for
all of us when I say we are privileged to serve you for
the upcoming year. Please feel free to contact us with
your questions and concerns, or if you just want to talk.

I am truly thankful to each of you for continuing to
support NARFE and San Diego Chapter 4, and for
being members year after year. I look forward to seeing
you at our meetings in 2016. Support NARFE’s
Legislative efforts and plan to participate in the
upcoming NARFE National Convention scheduled for
August 2016 in Reno, NV.

I would also like to take this opportunity to
personally thank Dianne Egan for being a truly

awesome secretary. As the new President of Chapter 4
she kept me on track, and always provided accurate
and professional advice. Her years of dedication as
Secretary for Chapter 4 will be a hard act to follow, but
we have full confidence in our 2016 Secretary, Fulton
Martin, who has been our newsletter editor for the past
several years and has agreed to help Chapter 4 by
serving as our secretary. Please take a moment to speak
with both of them and thank them for their service to
Chapter 4. Thank you Dianne! Thank you Fulton!

In other news: The House elected Rep. Paul Ryan, R
WI, as the 54th Speaker of the House of Representatives
on October 29th. Ryan won the full House election with
236 votes, more than the 218 needed to win. Ryan’s
succession marks the end of John A. Boehner’s, ROH,
fiveyear tenure as Speaker, and 25year career as a
member of the House. Rep. Kevin Brady, RTX,
replaces Ryan as chair of the House Ways and Means
Committee, which holds jurisdiction over tax and
Social Security legislation, including GPO and WEP
repeal.

The House was in recess December 21 – January 4,
and the Senate was out December 21 – January 8. The
House and Senate have released their 2016 schedules:
since 2016 is an election year, congressional recesses
will be longer and more frequent. For example, a seven
week recess is currently scheduled for August because
of the Republican and Democratic National
Conventions.

CALENDAR

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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We are all aware that for each and every one of us it
has been a challenging year. For the last year, NARFE
has been part of the solution, and has managed to fight
back several attacks on our basic earned benefits.

I think it is important to note that our actions through
the year, whether it is emails, phone calls and/or
discussion with our fellow NARFE members, friends,
family and neighbors—helps our legislators make
decisions not to use federal employee’s retirement
benefits as a “bank” for unrelated legislation. It is a
fight worth fighting, and it is a tribute to all of us and
our tenacity and dedication that we continue to be
successful. Thank you all!

Connie Vickers, President, 6194778628

LEGISLATION
The Office of Personnel Management (OPM)

announced the launch of an online verification center
to assist individuals whose background information
records were stolen in the second OPM data breach,
which was announced this summer. The government
run online verification center is designed to assist
individuals who believe their data was stolen but have
not received a notification letter, and individuals who
received a notification letter but lost the Personal
Identification Number (PIN) that was included in the
letter. This new system is only for those impacted by
the background investigation breach, not the first data
breach that involved personnel files. Notification letters
are still being mailed to affected individuals, so OPM is
asking those who believe their data was stolen in the
second breach to wait a few more weeks before
requesting information through the verification center.
To date, letters have been sent to nearly 18 million of
the 21.5 million affected. The online verification center
is accessible 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and
will be available through December 2018 via OPM’s
Cybersecurity Resource Center. Alternatively,
individuals can request the information by calling the
verification center at 8664084555 Monday through
Friday, 9 AM to 9 PM ET.

PROGRAMS
On January 11th we will have James Marsh and two

staff members from H&R Block, discussing what is
new and what has changed for 2015 taxes. Pay
attention to this talk and you may pay less in taxes!

On February 8th Mary Johnson will discuss the
various services offered to seniors at St. Paul’s. Over
the past 55 years, St. Paul’s Senior Services, a full
service, nonprofit retirement community, has provided
homes and care to generations of San Diego’s seniors.
Learn about the services and programs that St. Paul’s
offers.

SAVE Benefits Act Introduced in House: On
December 1, Rep. Tammy Duckworth, DIL,
introduced HR 4144, the House companion bill to the
Seniors And Veterans Emergency (SAVE) Benefits Act,
S. 2251, to make up for the lack of a costofliving
adjustment (COLA) in 2016. Originally introduced in
the Senate by Sen. Elizabeth Warren, DMA, the SAVE
Benefits Act would provide a onetime “emergency”
payment of $581 in 2016 to those receiving Social
Security or veterans’ benefits. Instead of a direct
payment, federal and state government retirees who do
not collect Social Security benefits would receive a
refundable tax credit worth $581. (A tax credit is used
instead of a direct payment for administrative reasons.)
Some will recall that this was how the payment was
provided to federal and state government retirees
when a onetime payment was made in 2009. NARFE
supports the House and Senate legislation. The SAVE
Benefits Act action letter has been updated to include
HR 4144. Send this letter, urging your senators and
representative to cosponsor this important piece of
legislation.

Roland Saulnier, VP Legislation, 6195791080

MEMBER SERVICES
Retired and Survivor Annuitants under the Civil

Service Retirement System (CSRS), the Federal
Employees Retirement System (FERS), and Social
Security Annuitants will be receiving no increase in
their annuity in 2016.

Your FEHBP for 2016 takes effect January 1, but the
increase/decrease in monthly/biweekly premium
deduction will begin on February 1, 2016.

Medicare Part B covers a portion of the cost of
physicians’ services, outpatient hospital services,
certain home health services, durable medical
equipment and other items. The Standard Premium for
Part B in 2016 will be the same as 2015’s. The Premium
for those who do not receive Social Security will be
$121.80.

W2, 1099R, and 1099INT Forms will be mailed no
later than January 31, 2015.

Using NARFE Capitol Hill tollfree phone number (1
8662200044) you may ask to speak to your Senator or
Representative and be switched to the appropriate
office. It is very important that we let them know how
we want them to vote on legislation that would affect
current and retired employees / spouses. Also, call
tollfree 18772178234 to receive information on
current legislation that affects NARFE. You can be sure
that legislation to be voted on in 2016 will affect
current Federal Employees / Annuitants / Survivor
Annuitants.
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WELCOME TO CHAPTER 4
New chapter 4 members:

Melissa Burke, William S Clydesdale, Joyce
Dicicco, Bernie V Julio, Dennis Mattison, Ronald N
Mello, and Irene Shaffer.

Kenn Anderson, VP Membership, 6192264108

GOODY TABLE

The “Goody Table” proceeds help pay expenses
of our delegates to conventions. Help keep this
event a success by donating some “goodies.”
Thanks to our recent donors: Mary Arveson, Kathy
Baron, Anne Blanchard, Corey Cook, Pearl Davis,
Merlynne & Bill Doll, Susan Goldfarb, Barb
Humphreys, Reeta Hunt, Joyce Jablonowski, Ed
Jahn, Kerry Leiser, Sharon Nelson, Evelyn Novia,
Elizabeth Skelding, France Swezey, Linda Vasquez,
and Connie Vickers.

Anne Blanchard, Ways & Means, 6193575266

CONDOLENCES
Deceased Members:

Gaetano Avila, Robert L Chelius, N June Dohse,
James E Justice, Jorie Mark, Marilyn J Owens, Van
M Parker, Richard N Shultz, Catherine Watson, and
Glenn W Wood.

Condolences on the Loss of a Spouse
Jim Carney for the loss of his wife, Noriko.

Donate any unused sympathy or get well cards to
Carol Weiss, who can use them when sending out
get wells or condolences. Bring the cards to any of
our meetings and Carol will gladly collect them
from you.

Carol Weiss, Sunshine, 6193037942

HUMOR
The college football coach said: “You guys line up

alphabetically by height.”

MEET & GREET
Our first Meet & Greet of the new year is scheduled

for January 18th from 5 to 7 pm at the 94th Aero
Squadron (8885 Balboa Ave, San Diego, CA 92123). You
can get an Early Flight Dinner from 4 to 6 PM, plus the
94th provides really good (free) bar food. No
reservations required. This is an opportunity to meet
your peers and discuss why we are members of
NARFE.

Elizabeth Skelding, Meet & Greet Chair, 8585760882

WOULD YOU LIKE $10?
If you are a retired Federal Employee, all you need to

do is sign up for dues withholding and you will receive
a check for $10. Dues Withholding is the painless way
of paying your dues ($3.34/month), and no more bills
from Headquarters. Contact me at a chapter meeting,
or email me at Kenn.Anderson@Cox.Net.

Kenn Anderson, Membership, NARFE Chapter 4, 619
2264108

NARFE POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (NARFE-PAC)

January 2016 has started the second half of the 2015 /
2016 Congressional cycle. Members of the House and
Senate are working on bills to complete this
term—some of these bills affect Federal Employees and
Retirees. We must be aware of old and new bills that
are brought up on the floor, and there are several
independent groups cooperating with each other. The
dynamics have changed, as there is a new House
Speaker.

Candidates are requesting funds to assist their
primary election committees. The collection of NARFE
PAC funds should continue to grow to ensure
sufficient funds are available to candidates that are in
favor of our earned benefits. Out of our 1400 Chapter 4
members, we had 125 members contribute to the PAC
fund from Jan. 1 – Sept. 30, 2015. Chapter 4 Board
Members and NARFEPAC are grateful to those who
contributed. Remember, you can contribute at the
monthly meeting or by using the contribution form in
the magazine.

Make 2016 a Good Year for Chapter 4.

Martin Kocher, NARFEPAC Chair, 6194487552

Merlynne and I hope you all had a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Bill Doll, Chapter 4 Service Chair, 6194607992

NARFE’s STRATEGIC PLAN
NARFE’s Strategic Plan (SP) to Secure the Future of

NARFE is a 50 page document developed by our
National Executive Board, SP Team and SP Committee
using the Future Of NARFE (FON) Committee
recommendations. A discussion this document is
provided on our website
<www.NARFESanDiego.org>.
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Our General Meetings
are normally held on the
2nd Monday of each
month at 1 PM in the War
Memorial Building, 3325
Zoo Dr, San Diego. See
the CALENDAR for
current meeting dates.

Change of address,
Contact:

Kenn Anderson, PO Box
3541 , San Diego, CA

921 63 or
Kenn.Anderson@Cox.Net
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ALZHEIMER Elizabeth Skelding 8585760882
NARFEPAC Martin Kocher 6194487552
NEWS EDITOR Fulton Martin 6196304309
NEWS PUBLISHR Vacant
PROGRAMS Ed Jahn 8584532881
PUB RELATS Vacant
SUNSHINE Carol Weiss 6193037942
SVC OFFICER Bill Doll 6194607992
SVC OFFICER Connie Vickers 6194778628
WAYS & MEANS Anne Blanchard 6193575266
WEBMASTER Vacant
WELCOME Vacant

Jan/Feb
2016

CHAPTER 4 WEB SITE
NARFE San Diego Chapter 4 is on the WorldWide

Web. You can find the latest information about the
doings of both your local chapter and National
Headquarters by pointing your browser to
<NARFESanDiego.Org>. Make sure to bookmark the
site!

Also, if you have an email address and would like to
receive the Chapter 4 Newsletter via email, please
contact Kenn Anderson at <Kenn.Anderson@Cox.Net>
or 6192264108.

CHAPTER 4 EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT Connie Vickers 6194778628
VP LEGISLAT Roland Saulnier 6195791080
VP MEMBERS Kenn Anderson 6192264108
SECRETARY Fulton Martin 6196304309
TREASURER Ed Jahn 8584532881
FIN SEC Bob Humphreys 8582780414
DIRECTOR Horacio Baca 6194488579
DIRECTOR Sandy WetzelSmith8588809045
DIRECTOR Martin Kocher 6194487552
DIRECTOR Elizabeth Skelding 8585760882

Email: info@NARFESanDiego.org

Website: www.NARFESanDiego.org

NARFE News is a nonprofit newsletter published by
San Diego Chapter Number 4, Incorporated, National
Active and Retired Federal Employees.




